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Lotus Announces Introduction of Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Group

Lotus Engineering, the world renowned automotive consultancy division of Lotus, has created
a new research and development group solely for electric and hybrid vehicles. The formation
of this group recognises the increasing global importance of hybrid and electric vehicles, and
the increasing amount of consultancy project work in this area that is being undertaken by
Lotus Engineering.

Mike Kimberley, Chief Executive Officer for Group Lotus plc, said, “I am pleased to confirm the
formalisation of this existing team, which will support our strong global growth on ecological
technologies. We have an intensely proactive growth plan over the next five years and we are
already seeing substantial increases in third party client work for our global client base, of
which considerable research and development into hybrid and electric vehicles is a major part.
Indeed over the next five years, Lotus will further reinforce its position as a world leader in

green transport engineering.”

Phil Barker has been appointed as Chief Engineer of Hybrid and Electric Vehicle Technologies
and will report to Geraint Castleton-White, Head of Powertrain. Geraint is delighted with the
group’s formation: “We are committed to driving forward with green technology for both Lotus
Cars and our Engineering clients. We have made significant developments over 20 years in
hybrid and electric vehicle technologies with recent examples being the Lotus EVE (Efficient,
Viable, Environmental) hybrid technology demonstrator and the Low CO, project undertaken

in collaboration with Continental Division Powertrain.”

Phil will have full responsibility for research and development of hybrid and electric vehicles
within Lotus Engineering and is relishing the challenge: “This is a fantastic opportunity for me
to continue the already ground-breaking and successful work conducted on hybrid and electric

vehicles by Lotus Engineering. We already have an incredibly strong team of engineers
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working in this area and the formalisation of this group further enhances our ability to provide
both Low CO, and zero emissions vehicle solutions to our clients.”

Phil (41) began his career at Lotus in 2003 as an Executive Engineer focusing on hybrid and
electric vehicles. Prior to joining Lotus, he spent over 13 years working for independent
automotive design consultancies. Phil is a graduate in Mechanical Engineering from Coventry
University and is a Chartered Engineer. He is married and has two young children.
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High-resolution pictures of Phil Barker and the Lotus EVE hybrid technology demonstrator can be downloaded from the media
centre of the official Group Lotus website at http://www.grouplotus.com/mediacentre. The image library is for registered users
only. Members of the press may register for the media centre.

About Group Lotus plc:

The main operating subsidiary of Group Lotus plc is Lotus Cars Ltd, which has two operating divisions - Lotus Engineering and
Lotus Cars. Lotus Engineering is an internationally recognised automotive engineering consultancy based in Norfolk, UK. Global
facilities include those in Michigan (USA), Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), China and offices in Germany and Japan, with rapid
expansion in new territories such as South East Asia and the Gulf States.

Lotus Engineering provides comprehensive and versatile consultancy services to many of the world's OEMs and Tier 1 suppliers,
offering a full engineering service from initial concept and project design through development and integration of the complete
vehicle to meet all worldwide markets and customers to full production. This includes third party 'niche vehicle' engineering and
manufacture worldwide.

Lotus Cars builds world class, prestige, high performance sports cars for sale in 37 countries. These include the iconic Lotus
Elise, and the Exige and Europa. Lotus is a global high-tech company, expanding rapidly and committed to driving forward
technology for both Lotus Cars and its Engineering clients, spearheading research into such areas as hybrids, electric vehicles
and renewable fuels.

For further details please contact:
PR Department, Group Lotus plc
Group Lotus plc, Potash Lane, Hethel, Norfolk, UK, NR14 8EZ

Tel: +44 1953 608264
Fax: +44 1953 608111
Email: pr@lotuscars.co.uk
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